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Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the
eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Man who
was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his
arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital
spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Presently, the
princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired
and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is
come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most
High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying,
"By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she
improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.When King Kisra heard this, he
redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his
dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier
and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the
courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated
themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly,
before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet.
Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I
conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband
and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be
therein.'.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant
wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I
will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of
one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the
merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the
king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and
come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold
dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ?
Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ?
d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress xv.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer
and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ?
Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..When
the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to
receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed
their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her
adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my
intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and
she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O
Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat
down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the
protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and
this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten
her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was
perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ?
Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my
heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When the two
young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his
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heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and
praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and
the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning
morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the
four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of
kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..63. The Lovers
of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have
hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink
of the water forbear.".Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his
beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both
looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned,
dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I
sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders;
whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way,
whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving
dcxli.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.May the place of my session ne'er lack
thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for
indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy
mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed
my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine
advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him
money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving
him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king]
of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the
like..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh
dcccclxxxix-Mi.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a
fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Then
she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So
she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were
full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then
she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of
prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that
which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness
of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears
ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in
affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.When she had made an
end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently
coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the
following verses:.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with
desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and
admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to
thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her
beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth
Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not
in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace'
And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it
needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on
the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind
dccccviii.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a
long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I
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fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant
and the Parrot xiv.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated
and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and
showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what
countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily
thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to
the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and
sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with
money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him
the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems
of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit
about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure
whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.When
Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am
dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his
army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear
unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a
passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of
victory over them..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's
Story xiv.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made
itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings
of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.2. The Fisherman and the
Genie viii.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the
eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left
him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for
that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he
questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in
sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..TABLE OF CONTENTS
OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE
BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..So she arose and returned
to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I
let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of
grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by
the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him
grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass
on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place
and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat
down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the
night.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but
longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.Then I took the
present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him,
together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the
utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O
my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212)
there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and
session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind
him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take
horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate
and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof
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nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall
die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of
his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from
falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities,
(240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the
Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou
find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for
that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged
his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is
presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will
betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious
workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and
giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand
dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of
trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her,
[went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he
went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor
lit on aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they
had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to
him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what
is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat
down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was
weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came
to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay,
by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night."
Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to
the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".See, then, O august
king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God
that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from
death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would
be mute.".[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full
of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to
him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and
keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the
Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he
recited the following verses:.Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I
imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he
took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then
he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and
presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his
wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what
while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory
and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of
days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He
who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children.
Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his
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mother and sister.".Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and
entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I
hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently
I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not
night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my
case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for
her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen
hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will
sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other;
whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come
hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have
that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]"
Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she;
but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".Two
months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him.
So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two
thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for
the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded
them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.When three nights
had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in
the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and
witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with
the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience
counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and
betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole
desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head,
whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the
utmost joy..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king
heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any;
and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered
him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's
honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house
and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.'
Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him
in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..Then she came
down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent
from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy
peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the
woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O
strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his
hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought
and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook
himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his
mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow,
after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself.
Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various
commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..Were not the darkness still
in gender masculine, iii. 193..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.When I had made an end
of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my
clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found
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not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so
haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the
housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I
am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I,
"O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before
this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..When she had
made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber.
Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when
she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.Like the full
moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.When the evening evened, the king
bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,
that.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR
AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like
torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he
said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].'
Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By
Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].'
Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary
than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for
herself.".100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave
myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it
long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up
the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with
a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in
difficult and dangerous case..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of
choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched
the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and
mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating
of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of
clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness;
nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? Him
with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted
Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn,
to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I
rear..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed,
grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dcccclxxxiv.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and
grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with
him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he
repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his
hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her,
bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street
to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..All this time, the young Damascene was
hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of
knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3.
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