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NG THE ART OF SIGHT READING PROGRESSIVELY ARRANGED FROM THE FIRST C
? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to
him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the
merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those
of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..The old
man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,'
answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with
him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to
him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered,
'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came
to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of
the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the
folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of
wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she
said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as
they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to
Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif].
"It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given
them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?"
And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him
largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied
Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and
Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved
to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an
hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup
from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following
verses:.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece
of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken
than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the
servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to
his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept
till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the
clay..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? a.
The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him,
'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said,
'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me
not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him
exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads
of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was
used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the
tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)
So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy
breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This
that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely,
quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and
govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth
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the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and
worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him
relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons
of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might
direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and
the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from
the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had
vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon
the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us
communicate..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Poets, The Khalif
Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every
lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one
day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a
purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be
the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it
was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..31. The City of Lebtait
dxxxii.Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full
moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him
to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and
said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will
not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not
do this ever.'.When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may
work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's
legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work
withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim
sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not
but half his fill..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma
and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant,
avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days
she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these
words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade
those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained
her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let
each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune
burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of
them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth
him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from
hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and
wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]."
Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all
my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as
those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new,
iii. 30..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came
forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land,
midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my
death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..74. The Devout Woman and
the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for
my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we
sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city,
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where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,
'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee
once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;
after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,
'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he
read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter
and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief
Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast
done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words
and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his
thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.Wife,
The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength
sustain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ?
? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine
clear..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and
the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain
hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its
midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his
shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon.
Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the
woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and
climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I
entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had
been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away]
lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger
brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned
unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship,
wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king
sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of
them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods
and set over them who should keep watch over them..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman
lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I
may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy
wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the
Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her
leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere
dccccxcv.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..With this the Khalif waxed
wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is
dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say
that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of
Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should
return with news..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Quoth
Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Then he took
my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my
house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take
of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.The folk took compassion on
him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle
Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital,
and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a
company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth
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accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King
Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou
with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.'
Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of
kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,'
answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said,
'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long
continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this
is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her
forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before
Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred
thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before
the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and
divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following
verses:.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I
pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..As they
were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a
great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek
refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed
Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God
to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and
dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law,
"What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's
brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".When it was the third day, the third
vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the
folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his
wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's
anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and
marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt
thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou
Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth
answered, saying, "O king,.So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry
thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I
nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him
as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he
redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.'
The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the
king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..So they all
arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies,
may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca
kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier
than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played
excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es
Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca
laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him,
'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of
colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el
Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she
still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and
such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh
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her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see
her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is
upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.'
So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave
frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son
cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ?
Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.Disciple's Story, The, i.
283..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they
departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I
have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted
it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to
death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then
raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make
haste to put me to death.".When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear
what befell me in bygone days..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my
friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we
are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked
men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him,
whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my
side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I
clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the
frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God
the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..(When Shehriyar
heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me
with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will
assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the
young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul
favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my
exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to
me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and
reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a
riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and
the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and
became his guest..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..So saying, he
put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the
money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale.
Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and
sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and
willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand,
(80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did
this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from
thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is
thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..?
? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? a.
The First Old Man's Story ii.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories,
especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these
marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so
on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that
which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy
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them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of
the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).And when
she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious
veil that hid them she had ta'en..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..When the king heard this story, he renounced his
purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..Forehead, Of that
which is written on the, i. 136..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress
and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as
saith of her one in the following verses:.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the
glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her
wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the
loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.'
Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had
suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled
him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him],
whilst she wept..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i.
183..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she,
'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered
her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have
been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after
thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face
and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me
Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful,
and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and
betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which
overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the
night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer,
'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute.
The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may
nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he
weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Accordingly, one night, when they
were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in
himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some
one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but
summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou
Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king,
'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both
these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the
king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy;
Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;
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