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? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his

Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately

come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth,

sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he

presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid,

"Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the

city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Therewith Wekhimeh was

moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars.

Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth

she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the

summer, set in a winter's night..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding

and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he,

asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath

of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history

from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy

matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by

avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And

nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as

thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and

contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of

me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell

them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's

menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the

sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth]

not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it,

no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety

and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time!

and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".The kings of the Jinn were

moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her

between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by

Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a

different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered,

saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as

he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment

concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade

set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to

him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee,

thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she

discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third

time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was

prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him,

'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall

die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she

desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and

when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered

the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to

thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary

thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and
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put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.?THE THIEF'S STORY..Thereupon the king went in to his

mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the

kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship

came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou

expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given

largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and

wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual],

wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to

high estate.".Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is

a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but

thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have

betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I

would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So

he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not;

and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the

passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance

(236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art.

So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment

and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found

Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring

[ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif,

"Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked

out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I

will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to

him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I

drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch

him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case

with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him!

Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me

to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This

is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth

Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of

the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ?

? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..To return to the king his father. When he went to

the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the

nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended

into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned

and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished

upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's

destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..17. The

Merchant of Oman cccliv.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.The Twenty-Sixth Night of

the Month..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that

your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves

and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a

thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me

of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his

daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the

gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He

hath given me of His bounties.'.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and

giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission
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[to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life

and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where

he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his

wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him

up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill,

when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy

name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to

question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the

wine-chamber..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment

[of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his

tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with

her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to

his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside

his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then

he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not

exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,

or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things,

but those which the people deny?.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS

VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they

used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that

caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves

together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and

when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the

thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him

as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how

camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the

capital of his father King Azadbekht.The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence

that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived,

the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon],

she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman

and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon

me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither

coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no

lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.?STORY

OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of

love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a

folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered

up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the

folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he

proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who

came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused

perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with

saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst

the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following

verses:.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness,

even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.God keep the

days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace,

a greeting debonair,.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.Then her case changed and her

colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and

drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and
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betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her

eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the

bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".? ? ? ? ?

"What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".So the king bade fetch the old man and he

came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So

saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the

merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be

less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance

thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the

other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a

boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy

saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.'

And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ?

? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..Credulous Husband, The,

i. 270..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we

returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain,

may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on

account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given

us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire

of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come

hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and

give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty

and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested

with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he

repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his

hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her,

bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street

to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..When the evening evened, the king sat in

his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the

story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of

me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them

combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to

mine?.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening

and obedience. Know, O king, that.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who

questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the

cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the

king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and

spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread

out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught

therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,

'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? The

intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND

THE GIRL..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of

events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the

vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become

poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the

top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he

fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their

bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that

day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He
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gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared

on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them

with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had

delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.When

the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story.

So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..157.

Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.When the king heard this

story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade

him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in

pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food

were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and

favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience,

O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..87. El Mamoun

and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and

drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the

which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters.

Then said he,.Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at

nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave

Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came

forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his

own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting

the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in

attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the

beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and

bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire

concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a

thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what

while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit

of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine

intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We

can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..Issues of Good and Evil

Actions, Of the, i. 103..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er

Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.? ? ?

? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Accordingly, he made a

banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in

discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered,

saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six

hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young

man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my

slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..? ? ? ? ?

Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..When Ibrahim heard

this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is

with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and

thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little],

with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent

her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which

when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and

behold, it was scarred..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the

people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with

the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So
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they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me:

for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have

compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness

of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret,

what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him

that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot

renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and

nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that

thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they

agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore

he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his

loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a

whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the

night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he

looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat

what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he

conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning

thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with

him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as

he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he

removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself

by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.23. Er

Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares

of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the

twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with

horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade

them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the

horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me

prohibit, with thy regard austere..When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he

cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the

[other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am

well-pleased with him." (68).? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis

dight..60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh

dcxlviii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason

of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray

for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and

we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I

will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of

the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those

without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Then he bade fetch the youth and when

he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the

folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am

grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this?

Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw

thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants.

So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason

of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and

left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this

house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my

sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech
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and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of

me its price.".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed

with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child.

Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to

a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full

moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders!

When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters

(52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard

of her and all of them desired to look upon her..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and

crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to

them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when

they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have

taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our

horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most

High, then by thy life.".? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Galen

heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of

the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend

with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he

looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their

ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto

Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an

eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? How

many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is

still in the cheeks of the fair..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant,

who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to

witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which

he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with

rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he

wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and

stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I

distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for

the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside

from between them..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even

as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..Clemency, Of, i. 120..When the morning

morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode

unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him

to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons

and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said

to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the

sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying

him out to sea, cast him in..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of

His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of

them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew

forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid

hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am

presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my

death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The

astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath

smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires

within his entrails rage amain?.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and
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bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful,

with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to

be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused,

and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22)."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy

of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is

at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ...

[And he recited the following:].The Fifteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love,

hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with

their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew

near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty

thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my

life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am

preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and

he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men!

Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who

sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..When it was

the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and

the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I

trow..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave

her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir

apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger

brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he

concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her;

but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should

do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and

pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his

youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was

with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And

he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his

composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and

saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the

Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where

Aboulhusn could not see him..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered

her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on

thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O

accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn

is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and

said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in

his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by

his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so

we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".When she had made

an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and

Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no

time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up

Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name

was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his

lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the

palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun

buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with

the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him
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and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger

upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back.
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