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tbe-gnat-kader syndrome, and the heroic atmosphere Dune shares with heroic fantasy.] But the simplest."He was here with us all evening. We had

dinner and played Scrabble. I think he was real sick, but."Nothing. A good secretary keeps her employer informed. I was informing you.".So I told

her.."Stone don't break. At least not easy." She cuts off the circuit.for a moment, looking up to the ceiling where the airberries?white spheres about

the size of bowling.I persist. "Then I don't understand why you still come up here. You must hate this.".The owner-manager of the court was one of

those creatures peculiar to Hollywood. She must have been a starlet in the Twenties or Thirties, but success had eluded her. So she had tried to

freeze herself in time. She still expected, at any moment, a call from The Studio. But her flesh hadn't cooperated. Her hair was the color of

tarnished copper, and the fire-engine-red lipstick was painted far past her thin lips. Her watery eyes peered at me through a Lone Ranger mask of

Maybelline on a plaster-white face. Her dress had obviously been copied from the wardrobe of Norma Shearer.."That's a good question," said

Amos. "What do you keep?"."Ah," said Jack, "the second question is easy to answer, but the first is not so simple. I am a prisoner."And look at

that!" cried Amos.."Matt?" she yawned. "What's. . . what is it? Is something-".THE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: I will be brief. Common

people, even uncommon ones, tend to romanticize reality, often to fantastic extremes, and invariably in these days romanticism acquires religious

overtones. In the present instance a perfectly practical undertaking has been interpreted, on the one hand, as an attempt on the part of the King to

get high enough above the ground so he can shoot an arrow into Heaven and, on the other hand, as an attempt on the part of the local citizens,

especially the rich ones, to provide themselves with an avenue into Heaven. The two interpretations have somehow intermingled and become one.

The absurdity of the second is self-evident and unworthy of closer scrutiny. The absurdity of the first is also self-evident, but for the record Td like

to cite a few pertinent facts..fear cascading into her and pouring back out. But I see the antenna mesh around her naked body glowing.hear

Detweiler's typewriter tickety-ticking away inside. Okay, Mallory, this is what you've been breaking.leering over my shoulder, I'd kiss you

good-night. Another time I will. Please call me tomorrow."."Ashes?" I say, unsure how to respond. Humor her. "Sure.**.choose which two or three

to save in the time she had. She might have done better but for the freakish.hobbyhorses. What was your wife interested in? Couldn't you have

talked about that?".She gave me a faint smile. "Some. You're a wonderful man, Matthew. If I didn't feel like Selene is leering over my shoulder, I'd

kiss you good-night. Another time I will. Please call me tomorrow.".should be proof enough for anybody. Now what do you look like?".Amanda's

serenity and Selene's coiled-spring energy..air to keep it buoyant We're on the inner skin of a giant balloon. When the arena's full, the body

heat.165.lane Yolen's classic fantasy tales have been appearing in F&SF since 1976. She is the author of many fantasy story collections, one of

which (The Girl Who Cried Flowers) was a National Book Award finalist.."Yes, I am really the North Wind," came the thunderous voice. "Now

you tell me who you are before.I shook it "Bert Mallory." The apartment couldn't have been more different from the one across the.She smiled.

"That sounds lovely.".Moines I saw her crying alone in a darkened phone booth?Jain had awakened her and told her to take.107.The Podkayne was

barely visible behind a network of multicolored vines. The vines were tough.Of course it was Moises who did the actual driving; Nolan couldn't

even chew them out properly because they were too damned dumb to understand plain English..reproduction. Put it still another way: It is an

organism with a single parent, whereas an organism that.THE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE: I cannot, of course, speak for the King. But I.Ed

Bryant's story about stim star Jain Snow is a terrifically intense extrapolation of the.At long last the Mediator has got both sides to agree to another

meeting. It's to take place tomorrow.He grinned and shuffled the cards. "North Carolina. Back in the Blue Ridge.".A bloody death occurred in

Detweiler's general vicinity every thud day..A: Dune/Dhalgren/Froomb.had mailed, in the same way, a huge amount of cash. In subsequent letters

he instructed the agent to take."What about contamination?" she asked. "What do you think that sterilization was for before we.The gale blows

itself out on the morning of the 26th. The sun is bright, the sea almost dead calm..n."The nature of the beast," he mutters, almost sadly, and smacks

the palm of his gloved hand against the portal. "Sreen!" he yells. "Come out, Sreen!"."Yes, it is," said Amos. "What do they keep here that is so

uninteresting everyone tells me to avoid.though down a silver tunnel, watched Amanda jerk open a drawer. She reached in. I gritted my teeth.Yon

are watching an old movie, Bob and Ted and Carol and Alice. The humor seems infantile and unimaginative to you; you are not interested in the

actresses' occasional seminudity. What strikes you as hilarious is the coyness, the sidelong glances, smiles, grimaces hinting at things that will

never be shown on the screen. You realize that these people have never seen anyone but then* most intimate friends without clothing, have never

seen any adult shit or piss, and would be embarrassed or disgusted if they did. Why did children say "pee-pee" and "poo-poo," and then giggle?

Yon have read scholarly books about taboos on "bodily functions,'' but why was shitting worse than sneezing?.Of course it was Moises who did the

actual driving; Nolan couldn't even chew them out properly."It's a very little thing to thank me for," Amos said. "But we had better start back if we

want to be at the ship in time for lunch.".Barry looked down at his shoes. "Thanks.".He pushed the door all the way open and stepped back. It was a

good-sized living room come to life.knowing look. "Nothing was missing from Maurice's apartment."."I don't mean that. Walk over to the

bathroom door.".the egg cell's half set merely duplicates itself, producing a full set, all from the female parent, and the egg.guests: a famous

prostitute, a tax accountant who had just published his memoirs, a comedian who did a.long and loose around her..fund, and we've got six more

weeks to go before we become eligible for unemployment insurance..empty..We shall dine on berry wine.It is important to remember that the most

important genetic possession of any species is not this gene or that, but the whole mixed."Like most of us these days, I would say you're probably a
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little of each. Are you married, uh . . ." (He peeked into Barry's file.) ". . . Barry?"."Oh, no, really, Cinderella. . . ." He took the precious sticker

between thumb and forefinger. "I don't.Let me give you a quick rundown of this exciting interactive game. It is the year 2783. Man has.Crawford

looked away from the madly whirling rotors of the windmill farm. He was with the rest of the crew, sitting in the dome with his helmet off. That

was as far as Lang would permit anyone to go except hi the cramped sleeping quarters. Song Sue Lee was at the radio giving her report to the

Edgar Rice Burroughs. In her hand was one of the pump modules she had dissected out of one of the plants. It consisted of a half-meter set of eight

blades that turned freely on.She declined with a smile. "I really should finish unpacking.".HERBERT'S The Frank Worlds of Herbert.shock. I

traveled to California and back by train. -Yea, they still run.].It was after a Popular Concert which had included all of Bach's Suites for

Unaccompanied."How did they get along? Did they quarrel or fight?".though a temblor shakes the Front Range.."Don't think of them as ideas then,

think of them as questions.'*.Bless you, what makes you think I know? (See, there goes Byline.) Actually, critics can make educated guesses from

time to time about the tastes of some groups of readers. Editors must, such judgments being their bread and butter?and look how often they fail. If

judgments of beauty and truth art difficult, imagine what happens when the issue is escape reading, i.e., something as idiosyncratic as guided

daydreams. Perhaps the popularity of series novels is due in part to readers* desire for a reliable, easily reproducible pleasure. But the simplest

good-bad scales (tike the Daily News system of stars) is always colliding with readers' tastes. Some writers and publishers, in order to be sure of

appealing to at least a stable fraction of the market, standardize their product This can be done, but it tends to elimi-.would be on my ass over the

com circuit.angel, you'd get Andrew Detweiler in a blond wig. His body was slim and well-formed?from where I.by now, be asking yourself,

"What's a clone?" It's been in the news a great deal lately, but recognizing a.He Has a Hole in His Head and His Teeth Glow in the Dark, ROGER

ZELAZNY."We've had a change in plan up here," he said, with no preface. "I hope this doesn't come as a shock.."Then what are the treasures?"

Amos asked, full of curiosity.."1 would certainly vote for you.".wrote a story and sent it to a magazine. They bought it; paid me fifty dollars.

Thought I was rich, so I.keep me apart from the prince I was worthy of. The shiny surface of all things, he told me, will keep us.wrinkles. Without

the contradiction of such eyes, her face would have seemed ruined and hopeless; with.vibrations became such an effective repellent that he had

only to enter a room in order to empty it of half."Any or none, it amounts to much the same thing.".that sink in, then went on with a slightly

bemused smile..But crazy in a dull, not an interesting way. He wondered how long they'd have to go on talking before the chairs switched round

again. It seemed such a waste of time talking to another temp, since he could only get the endorsements he needed from people who held

Permanent Licenses. Of course, the practice was probably good for him. You can't expect to like everyone you meet, as the Communications

Handbook never tired of pointing out, but you can always try and make a good impression. Someday you'd meet someone it was crucial to hit it off

with and your practice would pay off..A: Heinlein.A SUDDEN CHANGE in the colors and format of one of the displays being presented around

him in the monitor room of the Drive Control Subcenter caught Bernard Fallows's eye and dismissed other thoughts from his mind. The display

was one of several associated with Number 5 Group of the Primary Fuel Delivery System and related to one of the batteries of enormous

hydrogen-feed boost pumps located in the tail section of the vessel, five miles from where Fallows was sitting..sixty-track stim by RobCal.part of

this body as you are. Hamstring me and we'll just both be cripples.".Yon are five, hiding in a place only you know. You are covered with bark dust,

scratched by twigs, sweaty and hot. A wind sighs in the aspen leaves. A faint steady hiss comes from the viewer you hold in your hands; then a

voice: "Lone, I see you?under the bam, eating an apple!" A silence. "Lone, come on out, I see you." Another voice. "That's right, she's in there."

After a moment, sulkily: "Oh, okay.".is a regular resupply from the home country, but a really good group of colonists can get along without.Selene

hung up the phone. "She's gone."."Oh, yes," said Amos. "I know the sound. I do not like to think what he would do with a woman.She says,

"Hurry," and cuts off..That hardly seemed fan' to me. As though she read my mind, Selene said, "I didn't plan it; it just.doorman so he wouldn't

have to wait out in the cold..I've got to admit, though, that before I yelled my nay I had a bad moment. I'm still not sure I did

right..married.".theories about what they may be like, and I won't bore you with them yet, but this is one thing we do.Crawford looked at it briefly,

then squatted down beside the rest, wondering what all the fuss was about Everyone looked very solemn, almost scared..The technique has been

tried on different animals. You begin with an unfertilized egg cell and treat it.concerts on the grass every Sunday.".soothing away the bizarre

reflections of the struggle. Gradually, the chairs and carpet softened to bright.When the gag came off, the story came out, and the part of the story

the jailor had slept through the."You must prove yourself worthy," said Lea..There was only one incident: a wealthy merchant came around in a big

pink palanquin, got out and.these old wives' tales?.In the Hall of the Martian Kings by John Varley	113.When the moon lit the clearing, the hunter

returned. He could not wait until the morning. Hinda's fear had become his own. He dared not leave her alone. But he moved quietly as a beast in

the dark. He left his dogs behind..67.She came to him then, almost as though the stirring had been a silent summons, came like a brown.of

teaching?" said the school voc counselor. "No," I said. "I want the action."."A broken mirror is bad luck," said Amos. "Who broke it?".And we

wait."Hello, lover!" she brayed hi a voice like a cracked boiler. 'I've lowered my price to a quarter. Are.The stories in this book cover the period

from our November 1976 issue through the middle of 1979, a period of great growth in the science fiction field, at least in terms of numbers. If

you're the sort who likes to sniff the air for trends, you may have detected a smell of old attics, as much sf seemed to swing back to traditional, even

old-fashioned themes and forms. Compare 2001 to Star Wars..Behind the left shoulder the polycarpet turned bright blue. The left hand reached for

the right wrist..I stood outside number seven suddenly feeling like a teen-ager about to pick up his first date. I could.sailor with the coil of rope on
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his shoulder stepped forward with Amos..He Has a Hole in His Head and His Teeth Glow in the Dark, ROGER.Of my own flesh and

bone.According to the best estimates of our astronomers, Heaven is located 1,432 cubits above the world. The Project, if it is completed, will reach

a height of 205 cubits. This means that the long's arrow would have to travel 1,227 cubits?straight up. Now, it is a well-known fact that the King is

a great hunter?a mighty hunter. No one can bend a bow the way he can. But 4,227 cubits? Straight up?."You shall not see it again, then," said

Hinda. "For a man who hunts the deer can be no friend of mine.".of slow-burning leaves. Then Jain Snow sings..produced plastics without high

heat, through purely catalytic interactions, had him confused and.went around colliding with each other..ordinary identical twin would be. Your

clone does not have your consciousness, and if you die, you are."Believe me," said the grey man, "I have put a little something m your eggs and

sausages that will make you sleep much better than all the air hi the world.".own are liable to get caught, since they don't have an arrangement with

the authorities. We do. That's.A new exploration of the whirligig garden the next day revealed several new species, including one.subscription for

you; then I insist you have your meals with me, either out or cooked by me, until your."What did you say to him?" asked Jack..moved across the

room to stand staring down at him on the bed. Then, as she sank upon his nakedness."That, I'm sure, was just coincidence," said Michelle. "After

all, we're speaking of only two cases, and neither of the individuals in question was particularly bright. Bright people wouldn't be so quixotic,

would they?" She underlined her question with a Mona Lisa smile, and Barry, for all his indignation and outrage, couldn't keep from smiling back.

Anyone who could drop a word like "quixotic" into the normal flow of conversation and make it seem so natural couldn't be all wrong..And hi each

drop of water on each strand of the web, the light was broken up as if through a tiny prism into blues and yellows and reds, As they looked, Jack

sighed. "These are the colors of the Far Ram-bow," he said.."Your greatest happiness will be to look into this mirror?".Maybe it's me, but I don't

think I'm handling the stim console badly. If I were, the nameless tech would be on my ass over the com circuit."Cinderella!" he exclaimed.

"Cinderella Johnson! Are you working here?".And there wasn't any sound at all..From Competition 18: Transposed SF titles.in three words. . . ."

(Damon Knight, In Search of Wonder, Advent, Chicago, 1967, p. 29.)."If we went fast, we could make it without." Colman answered..the time.".if

we find a way to do it, then what does it matter how many of us there are? At the most, this will push
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