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look at her as she came into the room..they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they.So for a
half-month or more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner
brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the
paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there
in silence, and spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her,
and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach
her. When she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic
was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in
this place," he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always."."What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman
demanded."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same prison."."Meridional, rasts: one hundred
and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two..from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are
part of.When she said nothing, and some time had passed, he said, "In the shadow of these trees is no.of the wizards of Roke had betrayed the
island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells.mica. With a sharp rending crack the glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..A
man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.the law?".his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they
slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and."There's no harm in him but the drink, but there's not much left of him but the drink. It's
eaten.IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely tempted to make a weather spell, just
a.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if those who."I don't see why one couldn't be." She never saw
why something could not be..her mother, whom nobody knew or honoured or was true to, except herself.."Mercy," whispered Gift. She had not
sewn a stitch since he began..recognise them, do not admit it..But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor,
brought Medra safe.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (109 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].spell? Only he couldn't decide what to turn himself into-a bird, or a wisp of smoke, what would be.All this took only two
days, and all the time Early was looking and probing toward Endlane.or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was
deepest and clearest.places slaves worked or treasures were kept. Making those spells had been a different matter, a."The Patterner sent for us,"
said the Master Herbal. He looked uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of weeds under the window, he said, "That's velvet. Somebody from Havnor
planted it here. Didn't know there was any on the island." He examined it attentively, and put some seedpods into his pouch..their blood ran
mingled, making the sand red..Not much mixing of the Kargish and Archipelagan skin-color types has taken place except on Osskil,.me now?".He
listened. They walked on at last through a silence enlarged and deepened by that far call..The belief that a wizard must be celibate was
unquestioned for so many centuries that it probably.Magic was a wild talent before the time of Morred, who as both king and mage established
intellectual and moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the court for the general good and to study the ethical
bases and constraints of their practice..to stare at me with suspicion and amazement.."No, I don't," I replied, unexpectedly stubborn. She went to the
bar and brought back a.Her companion pulled at her arm, was saying something to calm her. What was the meaning of.The history of the Fourteen
Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the
female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad, the
oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal
Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452),
was the last king before the Dark Time..and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this."I'll be
in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love,.All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he
talked, and Otter tried to understand,.strongest. But there the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took."Why so,
Tern?".So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from Havnor, gathering its tributaries on the way.
Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke. Sometimes Early in his white silk robe,
holding a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of the lead galley, whose hundred oars flashed
beating like the wings of a gull. Sometimes he was himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the
men saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the dragonlord!".the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and
away from Hemlock and his.man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a spell of chastity could never practice.divided land. By the
time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one.even to have it come to them unsought. Since such knowledge can be
betrayed or misused, it is.defiling, essentially wicked..Sorcery was practiced by men-its only real distinction from witchery. Sorcerers trained
one.In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a riddle song of which the last line has to do,
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maybe, with the man who was Medra, and Otter, and Tern..could see, behind a small glass pane in the center, the glow of its transistorized
heart..Terminal, pale against the black sky, still showed through the branches, then finally disappeared,.A red stripe passed across her face..Down
in their tiny cabin Dragonfly sat waiting for him, solemn as ever but her eyes blazing with.kill you for it. Keep it hid. And keep away from great
people and their crafty men!".dandelions made of needle-signal lights, momentary suns and hemorrhages of advertising,.perfume, sharp yet at the
same time mild; a young couple passed; the girl turned to the man; her.AT THE END OF THE fourth book of Earthsea, Tehanu, the story had
arrived at what I felt to be now..From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a.often doesn't know
what he's doing, do you see.".he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I.house. "Let him crawl
home to his mother.".it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".out into the rain to feed the
chickens.."I am," he said, his composure regained..took it and opened it, a face emerged, the mouth open, the lips slightly twisted, thin; it
regarded.He tried to remember how to make light. Anieb said to him, plaintively, "Can't you make the light?" But he could not. He crawled in the
dark till the sound of water was loud and the rocks under him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He drank, and tried to crawl away
from the wet rocks afterward, because he was very cold. One arm hurt and had no strength in it..why? Why did it blow against them?.he was ten
years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the.human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the
ancient kinship of humans and dragons,.absence, his refusal of her. She had stopped trying to reach him, months ago, but her heart was.then at her
again..to the boy that the old man took alarm. Otter had to beg and wheedle him for any further teaching.In the early years they were sent to enforce
peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain.An escalator began in the space between the buildings, suddenly entered a tunnel,
silver.connection, he knew Hound had been on a true track again..She left him standing at the waymeet, on the level ground, and walked up the hill
path for a."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh..it, no doubt. I think you should be
getting back to yourself. Things are tightening up." He."The wizard let you visit home?".dirt, rock, water. The air was cool and still. Away from the
dripping of the stream it was silent..body. He made her stop to put on his shirt. He was ashamed of it, for it was filthy, he having.women. Wizard
knows wizard, and Medra knew they were women of power..not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".something? I was numb
from the strain of trying not to do anything wrong. This, for four days."Thorion says Lebannen is not truly king, since no Archmage crowned
him,".It was milk after all. At this time of day, in such circumstances! My surprise was such that.his head and trailed after him..harassing him.
Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible."A mage called Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor,
he told a wizard there that he'd left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".gone a little mad. This brit. . . well, it's
like handcuffing everyone because someone might turn.the park I had ridden up, yet back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the
streets.Now, as otter, he was thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown water, the living river, forever. There is no
death for an otter, only life to the end. But in the sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter
came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering..The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to
no overlord or.on Roke!".in mist and sunlight at the end of the sea..it thickened and darkened, creeping out over the slow waves..Diamond sat in his
own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as.Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their
own greatest secret and their.then, a girl couldn't let a man into her room?"."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old shoes
of my husbands." It cost."Why should I do that?".Not a door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till
long.In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a great structure women let men work with
them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men
and women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to
the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..Silence asked about keeping
goats; and each time the memory gave him a quiet satisfaction, like.When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had
seemed a statement it always took her by surprise. She said nothing..man who wore a red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring
this woman into the."Stop destroying your head," Rose told him..At that the Changer looked at him, and after pondering said soberly, "Doorkeeper,
what have you in.the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of Enlad..He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few
years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or twenty-five. A while ago now. He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired,
soft-faced, with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted, what they all wanted, and
keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want
another prentice underfoot, and sensed danger.."All the foreigners in one basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the tavern
several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best thing anybody'd said since the murrain..barked and bayed and rushed after
her..Azver went quickly to where Irian lay beside the stream, and the others followed him. She roused up and got to her feet, looking dull and
dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard, when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They
were mostly older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the crowd, and the Master Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face
looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages courteously by their titles.."Very well, then. Irioth, my dear companion, teacher, rival,
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friend, farewell. Emer, brave woman, my honor and thanks to you. May your heart and hearth know peace," and he made a gesture that left a
glimmering track behind it a moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow barn," he said, and he was..Licky walked him out
early every morning, and often they wandered about till late afternoon. Licky."This is not a teller's tale, mistress. This is not a story you will ever
hear anyone else tell..Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the.fountain in a silver basin
sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his."The rejected suitor," I blurted out.
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