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67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving
me consent..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned
for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks,
and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..Then he turned to the viziers
and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin
hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him
and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and
crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment,
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom
be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth
damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and
the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following
verses:.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and
its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..The
prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of
the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent
against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and
went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I
looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days
afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..? ? ? ? ?
a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and
goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants
as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave
the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should
keep watch over them.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story
concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like unto jewels, which
are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth that
which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven with all the
vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in the oven, he
findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and yet other some
there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that in this is profit
for all folk.".Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and
abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I
cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause."
And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set
before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return
for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his
ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps
and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer
in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and
the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away,
till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of
the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a
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ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must
slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.'
'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant
unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the
cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O
man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith
in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If
the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell
to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not
thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful
eye.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA
(1839-42).Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders
spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and
pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each
member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions.
The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad
in the air..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save
his Mistress's Honour dlvii.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused
My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all
athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led
astray..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for
one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding
wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the
folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On
this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship
and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind
doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms'
height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had
stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with
them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This
is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest
they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the
place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God
confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet
fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him
beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.? ? ? ? ? And
dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S
STORY..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that
led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till
he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the
city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted
down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.'
And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and
what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and
now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know
not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that
they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones'
loss I rent my heart for dole,.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass,
and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not
sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said
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they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then
they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me
to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they,
'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for
that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a
woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I
saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her
speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my
mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third
day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her
favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;'
and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the
world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that
thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace
and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".When Galen heard this, he ordered the
weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of
physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him
return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his
fellow.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood
at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like
and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind
thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between
them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid
the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or
more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.Shehriyar, Shehrzad
and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained
her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose
and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied
him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He
was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die
of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and
my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and
drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in
goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and
questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast
directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at
midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came
forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and
misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to
her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.'
Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195)
and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his
mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants
about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it
was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it
was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I
am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy
reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of
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dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.As for
the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to
the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my
friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he
went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he
stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief.
Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art
a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not
accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..So he
went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself,
and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged,
behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want
aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the
enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am
going about.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but
thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following
verses:.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom
they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his
brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the
young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them
and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and
cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and
mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king,
albeit he knew not that he was his brother..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your
houses, high and low;.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the
intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them
this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife
than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..Then the old queen and her
daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of
the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the
bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms
fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of
duresse..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good
tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down
on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he
addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into
their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of
honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented
themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest
of the kings.'.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the
money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit
down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money
and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass
for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his
own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy
neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof
they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a
man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying
of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales
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of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were
playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to
beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and
robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when
[by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the
sea..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he
was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report
spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou
Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the
prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou
art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting
down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand];
wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and
giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission
[to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life
and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where
he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his
wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him
up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill,
when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy
name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to
question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the
wine-chamber..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall
nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of
them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal
gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth
El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we
do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of
his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..However, he would not
be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning,
he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the
king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic,
and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his
advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have
brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but
they found her not..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt
on fire?.?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of
wandering mind..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!"
Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed
thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known
that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.?
? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..In every rejoicing a boon
(240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy
shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her,
when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop
[he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping,
and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of
womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy
husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him
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the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the
woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no
talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he
who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his
reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to
missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right
to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face,
as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is
pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me
that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he
recited the following verses:.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune
the wish it holdeth dear..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew
on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that
he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the
latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON
THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are
bent!.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or
save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire
without allay..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from
my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Tuhfeh arose and kissed
the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of
gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in
the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like
whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat
conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder
genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and
indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription
upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And
Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout
King cccclxxiii.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst
sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter
came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth
the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the
world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.Man of
Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your
sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;
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