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Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth,
saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and
acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair
fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the
king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of
his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of
his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy
pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and
decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves
with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..Then he went away, whilst
the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let
me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood
in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and
searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my
wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on
their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his
lodging..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house."
So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an
one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.127. The
Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents
galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him
draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set
out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over
them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises
and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more
extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.?THE
FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew
not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain
of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan
and a third headsman..52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my
session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine,
iii. 190..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and
when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and
they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El
Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said,
'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,'
replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband
was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he
would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an
underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they
have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go
thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she,
without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou
didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and
entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him,
'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned
me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the
utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no
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goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak
and, i. 195..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and
seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said
he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further
thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me
and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him
and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about
the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..When the king heard
this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his
love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".When it was the ninth day, the viziers
[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and
ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and
were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and
said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and
drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he
abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And
they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the
city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Three men
once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders
and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we
may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his
fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and
slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against
them..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..As for Belehwan, when he fled and
fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and
used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came
to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might
take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..There was once a king of the kings, who had a
high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve
Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his
officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question
before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he
committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.So he fell to resorting daily to the
physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied
throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his
fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and
there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a
physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let
us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.Now the late king had left a wife and a
daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal
family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the
covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and
standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his
children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii.
117..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik
ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in
candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn
sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended
[the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on
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chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and
they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of
gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..One night, when the night was half spent, as
Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the
gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to
the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and
after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails,
enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.?STORY
OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in
the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that
which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them
servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him,
so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is
no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family
nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months'
space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ?
Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis
and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in
valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried
out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and
kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine
account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become
queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring
of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And
she was silent..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the
boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to
him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of
the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse
and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the
pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that
the lion had made an end of them.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story
of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return
from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence
and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont,
they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the
girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".The servant said no more to him, but, when it was
morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and
acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled
together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said,
'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household,
we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to
them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down,
as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her
Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from
pain!.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and
the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them,
stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee
this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he,
'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of
them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they
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drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us
out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with
sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben
Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this
effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was
wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one
day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's
slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi,
a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon
her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the
Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her.
She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy,
may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there
befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him
with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore
he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.So he was concerned with an exceeding
concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I
would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by
need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto
others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a
piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a
lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his
father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened.
After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and
[beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set
right with him..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house
and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes,
O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his
shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer
would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)
and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and
went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house
till the morrow..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah
Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had
brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is
this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'
answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with
her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner
and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he
went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO
BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to
slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast.
At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that
chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt.
The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?'
'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account
of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him
and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is
past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear
to them from me, their lover, and say.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the
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king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against
thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the
eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and
concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore
methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..Sabir
(Abou), Story of, i. 90..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came
up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking
of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee."
Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the
Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when,
behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still
in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me
from the hand of that oppressor.'.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said
sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung
himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him
wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again
that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he
entertained them some days..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and
the Devout Man cccclxii.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit
was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.[One
day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from
his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and
he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and
we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the
Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at
that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? I
clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..As stated
In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist
of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two
are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the
most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The
Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a
thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of
Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but
his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace,
diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a
woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant
Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of
her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his
house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question,
unknowing what the king purposed against him..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners
of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make
good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their
milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own
ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself
therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.Now it befell, by the
ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went
forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of
them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he
arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend
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into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of
foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to
the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with
me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned
somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after
which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the
idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues
with whose goodliness none may compare..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he
beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had
been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she
first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she
had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and
related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her
sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of
them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not
consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens,
Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she
showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it
appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and
that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls
and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him
all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the
loved are come again,".? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.When he had made
an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and
the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the
manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be!
By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I
found him again..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder
man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and
well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and
destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that
whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing
established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken]
from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth.
For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and
behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was
silent. (82).Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but
the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go
to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion
on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to
death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.Accordingly, the hangman took him
and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he
may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk,
fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the
folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to
last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered,
"Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered
Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the
hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and
recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first
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part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar
off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for
belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know
not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then
said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity
hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine
own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the
third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the
Arab recited the following verses:.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their
faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of
severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away
with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us."
Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the
lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not
marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other,
therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218)
Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than
that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho,
Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying,
"O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah,
thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a
third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..?
? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me
and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif.
"He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O
my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me
not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this
and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif
laughed and hid his laughter..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all
things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.I am content, for him I
love, to all abide, iii. 25..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and
offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O
desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou
shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what
none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I
saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than
thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to
kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from
her..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them
thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to
flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found
himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree
and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my
soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant,
whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance
and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from
a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the
king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God
assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed
and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he
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will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God
(to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder.
Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he
returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted
of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss.
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