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FATHER SERGIUS
Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked

comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever

benedight. (89).? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ?

? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the

Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill

and plain?.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must

forswear?.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop

the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My

profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but

needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So

I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut

my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water,

with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who

had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him

and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And

the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It

behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved

him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of

heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and

I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the

tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)

So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy

breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This

that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the

Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave."

And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit

and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave

hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead

of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who

is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..God keep the days of love-delight!

How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben

Yehya, and, i. 183..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the

underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed

with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to

him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast

gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen

neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this

punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.'

Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will

incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And

Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that

they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus

and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea

but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father

this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such

an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and

rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is
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the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall

have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..It

befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care,

and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in

the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me]

with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to

meet you I flew..117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of

life serene and undisturbed content?.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e.

The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there

came to us of late..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!'

Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and

gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this

sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Then the king assembled his nobles and

commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail

to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which

God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that

this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to

his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from

destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk

and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that

night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my

love doth not repay..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ?

? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Relief, Story of the

Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body

wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for

distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and

lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the

Barmecides, i. 57..Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque

[and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he,

"I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause."

And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set

before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return

for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his

ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps

and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.EL HEJJAJ AND THE

THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii.

203..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story

dccccxxxiv.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas.

When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away.

After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter,

and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said,

"Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of

my pain, iii. 116..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer

came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke

the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk

and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that

of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were

present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they

should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between

them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God
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the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him

who had reunited him with his family..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which

God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth

without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king

seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his

father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies

of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down.

Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me

with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause

of this?".When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to

complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which

five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144)

passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture,

beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat

him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of

beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved

to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept

Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my

lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end

and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty

and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and

cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the

exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he

became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her

curls, I counsel thee, beware!.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia

iccxxxviii.Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy

troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and

prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and

delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten

possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner.

But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for

her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand

cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii.

245..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and

my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these

viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the

victory over them.".It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he

succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that

Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of

the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the

Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So

they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance

of his reign. (155).28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not

how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the

while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things

happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation

(22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad

him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves

behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate.

There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and
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beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and

Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the

puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..71. Haroun er

Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).? ? ? ? ? A moon is my

love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? a. The

Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an

hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared,

all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that

which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds;

the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently,

up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many

carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne

thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy

possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell

sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and

bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him

and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her

lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..Jaafer ben Yehya

and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off

into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came

down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have

fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell

a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for

that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found

themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and

whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past

count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to

the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou

didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.136. The

History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih

dlxv.King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..The king marvelled at what he saw and

questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a

creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took

the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209)

So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Then she

drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Then he turned to a damsel of the

damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be

indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said

to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,

said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed

his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It

sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted

from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for

laughter..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..On the

morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent.

Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I

would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he

broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case

till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore,

till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from
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country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the

weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble

together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised

himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince

dccccv.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..116. The Two Kings

and the Vizier's Daughters M.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl

Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy

booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten

her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his

mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,

who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her

heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is

as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were

consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home

and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I

send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".? ? ? ?

? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? The

absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..When the

tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do

thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of

righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'

And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days'

tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a

stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a

year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.Quintessence

of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the

matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was

written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain

affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith

the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant,

'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried

out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou

art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El

Mutawekkil ccccxix.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner,

pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's

favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he

answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into

his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..When it was

the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's

lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was

grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The

spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O

king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy

was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of

haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou

desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can

assain or what medicament?.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good

inclined..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..When his brother saw him on

this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth

a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he
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was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black

slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen;

and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder

and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way,

invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other,

'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!'

Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that

price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money,

saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond

for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to

cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of

him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with]

this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and

except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is

guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit

him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him

from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they

lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and

answered prayer." (27).When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the

sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto

himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose

in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the

creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of

God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy

intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and

complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting

wight, iii. 86..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the

city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had

seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew

nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up

the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it

was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind

[the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who

was the goodliest of the folk of his time..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.When she had made an end of her

verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its

purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the

History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O

Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad,

and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to

their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company

of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground

before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the

viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King

Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his

brother..Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the

Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and

fain!".Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to

accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life.

Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his

hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and
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nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he

entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage

and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he

bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH

THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this

damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description;

wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for

indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy

trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust

and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.'

When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared

for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ?

a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O

ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..The Eighth Day..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the

Physician Douban xi.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea,

of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what

shall be, ii. 231..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the

vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him

and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to

him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he

pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated

him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that

there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Now he was the king

of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and

converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to

me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of

Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this

thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..148. The

Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of

the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent

Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and

bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world,

and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I

will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not,

for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with

his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain;

My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising

of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard

the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted

with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down

over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche

and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit

and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth

the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the

eye see not, the heart will not grieve..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl

and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his

life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past,

when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his

own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than

the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
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dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.Then he went to fetch that

which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be

sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast

paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had

stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this,

but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy

wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him.
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