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When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said
to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant
king, that.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Then she
returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my
breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so
either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her;
(18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he
saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..Peace on you,
people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that
the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption
and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such
as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that
one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed
myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without
abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta
(1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my
"Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender
my warmest thanks..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell
of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.Now it befell, by the
ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went
forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of
them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he
arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend
into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..Three
Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me
consent..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..They have shut out thy person
from my sight, iii. 43..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the
eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had
healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had
delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought
deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer,
"he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a
period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".Meanwhile, King
Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they
presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So
he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out
for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city
and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to
the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..When she had made an end of
her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we
may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the
market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the
servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this
servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that
she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O
elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's
sight,.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth
called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy
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composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house
conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they
praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God
vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier,
"O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".When the morning morrowed, the draper
went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and
heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on
account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by
thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this
be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from
thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him
what had passed..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his
beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both
looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned,
dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I
sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders;
whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way,
whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..The master of police held his hand from him, saying,
"Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose
rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the
light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art
thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that
they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police
held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132)
and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who
could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in
marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband
for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must
I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks
and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the
king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him."
(133) And she was silent and spoke not..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun
had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon
this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then
they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then
said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we
come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing.
Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force
and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn,
we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent
in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit
of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out
in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for
Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for
them there..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i.
183..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his
wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed
rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his
own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of
his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes,
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laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in
his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..147. Isaac of Mosul and his
Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine
eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake,
hath companied with me!.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the
Month..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am
I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful,
bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And
he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent
down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his
might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite
harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls,
and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to
Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men
forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels
aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name
was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute,
played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233)
and the Old Bedouin dclx.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a
book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and
Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass
of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling,
with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows:
'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and
exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called]
"The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in
thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou
favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come
again,".At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178)
and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.'
But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might
overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were
eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of
the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder
damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!'
For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ?
? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.When twenty
days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and
it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were
become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them
thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and
after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with
them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the
sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right
for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from
them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times
and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".This was grievous to the
princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute
him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she
came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas
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knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O
handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation
to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth
great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he,
"Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after
her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness
and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide
in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By
Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in
herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none
in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban;
and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to
give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice
blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.72. Haroun er Reshid and the
three Girls ccclxxxvii.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in
morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his
Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said,
"Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that
tells aright. (39).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..Abdulmelik ben Salih the
Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert
herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had
brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Where
lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO
CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom
we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then
he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?"
And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence
gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on
us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left
hand.".Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the
lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..When the evening evened, the
king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch,
O king, that.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the
king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy
and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the
chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the
radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child
mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred
him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we
cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I,
ii. 258.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his
substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the
vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus]
shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? k.
The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from
my spright..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and
the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my
heart of them doth not complain..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF
POLICE. (83).She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon
all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to
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meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that
she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..When King Shah Bekht heard
this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he
comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..When the morning morrowed, they
found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of
destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters
of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will
meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an
answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon
him to single combat..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!."O
king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with
me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere
intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman
found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the
Ogress xv.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment
and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us
follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who
doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword
and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the
land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we
may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the
city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among
his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him
a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and
that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and
he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him
that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following
verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah,
whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and
sang the following verses:.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know
that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them
nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he
died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was
with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and
half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick
away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of
poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..The Merciful
dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after
which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the
folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir,
keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.ER RESHID AND THE
BARMECIDES. (152).When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this,
he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my
empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and
each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words
might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and
take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king
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delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made
proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..After this, she
abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and
censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing
the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her
chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of
choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and
wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of
crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.They have departed, but
the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to
thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He
knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that
thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop
irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered,
"This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him,
"Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO
CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH
THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of
the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his
chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she
knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding
yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that
whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.
So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell
me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..?THE THIRTEENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and
banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..I marvelled at her
words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth
I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's
daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but
by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is
the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the
police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou
question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do
an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go
this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I
say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who
will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and
children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without
inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and
lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Now the children had entered the coppice, to
make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for
none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end
that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping
for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not
where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country.
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