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Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while,

the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.The merchant went

out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So

he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And

she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into

one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with

their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).?Story of King Ibrahim and His

Son..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle

and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent

addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of

bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in

one of the mosques..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that

which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great

sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again.

Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.So, when it

was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and

women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they,

'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with

him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother!

Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How

came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the

money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my

love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of

severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids,

carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).Jesus, The

Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him

depart to his dwelling..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the

house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly,

saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most

High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man

heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the

door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but

been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer

sore..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she

resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her

and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning

whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and

understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was

a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till

she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the

kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the

people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad

the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..So

they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been

those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman

and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on

the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly
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and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is

pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He

knoweth the purity of my intent.".Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..When it was the

tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might

give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city

[and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and

salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth,

to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on

life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they

answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young

Brother ccclxxxiv.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the

damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all

the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and

pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our

uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though

thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst

them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but

out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.God keep the days of

love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..The head wept exceeding sore and

said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring

me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou

desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have

questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the

Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes.

Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father

and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he

said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the

Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know

that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the

morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the

damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly

carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in

her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise

till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at

him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and

deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs

and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and

banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward

of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the

order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did

that whereunto he had bidden him..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world.

Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou

watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and

the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him

and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the

viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from

them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were

jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no

opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his

wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little
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sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a

sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make

ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I

marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and

bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave

who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went

in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah,"

answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause

of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By

Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou

sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me,

'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the

money.".Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and

Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall

you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197)

for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy

handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199)

that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and

the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and

donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will

betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth

at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth,

and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that

hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying

on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the

Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends.

So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".The Twentieth Night of the Month..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i.

301..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us

together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37)

and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's

wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to

him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".As for the singer, when his [stay

in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking

down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist,

who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and

opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to

the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house

in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,'

answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits

nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well

done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the

moss-rose:.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound

about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing

two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.'

Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence

hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of

him the rubies for a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and
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tear!.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..When King Shah Bekht

heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he

sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan

and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those

who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the

dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king

of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..So he fell to

resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart,

and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory

and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all

the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and

open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood;

so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men

are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to

the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and]

catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is

my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith

the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their

affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..When the morning morrowed, they

found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of

destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters

of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will

meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an

answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon

him to single combat..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land

of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king

went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew

him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and

straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves

and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that

which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest,

do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they

humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon

thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over

supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a

dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she

sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..Wasteful

Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.'

And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the

old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he

arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth

wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the

woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter

is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom

he knew not, The, i 293..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or

a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.So on the morrow, early, he took the

stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it

and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an

old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he,
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"and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it."

Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story

save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said,

"Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and

beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of

all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store

by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content

with him..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Wife, The King and his

Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..Fair patience use, for

ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.The

Third Day..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he

entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom,

with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his

wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all

the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and

largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did

him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.157. Mesrour and

Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of

heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? But rigour

still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..Then said the young man, the villager's son,

'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing

of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,

so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to

my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she

was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in

that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst

concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be

His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your

morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and

they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he

came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which

betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad

on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the

present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four

printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of

Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ

from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In

each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the

number of the Night on which it is begun..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him,

"The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Then

he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou

take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with

Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good

things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the

houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year.

Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their

son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers,

wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter

reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Accordingly, the servant

carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor]
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to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as

the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get

thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it

from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I

am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this

world. Amen.".So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled]

man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the

merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and

wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which

they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the

king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former

estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth

the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and

I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man?

Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.? ? ?

? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ?

Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have

burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a

journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the

Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth

Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my

heart.'.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..When the

Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the

wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for

meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These

were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup."

And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it

settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he

builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice

and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on

the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure

thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear

and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her

hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart

and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his

wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with

dreariment..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless

languishment!.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew.
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