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AS CLOSE AS I CAN
At the top of the last escalator, Jay led the way toward a large' entrance set a short distance back from the main concourse. Above it was a sign that
read: MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN CENTER OUTLET. In the recessed area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively
to a string quartet playing a piece that Bernard recognized 'as Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed less far away. Three of the
Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a lime-green coat, a tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie,
and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in shirt-sleeves-recognized Jay, detached themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced
them as Chang, Rastus, and Murphy, which confused Bernard because Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the black, and Rastus the white. Bernard
had some misgivings to start with, but they looked decent enough; and if they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they couldn't be too
bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively before remembering that the Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could
afford to loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see you guys seem to like music," which was the best he could come up with on the spur of the
moment..Bernard looked at him suspiciously. "Just what are you up to now?"."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked.."I have to go back
inside now to fix things up," Colman said, leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was watching curiously with Jay. "Mike,"
Colman said to him as they stopped by the door. "Take these two people inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you. Jay, wait inside
with Veronica. I have to get back in with Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be okay.".weaselly enough attorney can find a
justification for virtually any murder, but there's no excuse for a tacky.an imperiled waif with just a dazzling smile and a righteous speech?and
stirring music in the.Judging by the sound of it, the chopper is heading southwest, following the interstate. This is not good..At the mere thought of
survival, guilt churns a bitter butter in his blood. He has no right to live when.The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister
Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on
with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned
away to rejoin the others.."They won't stop anything, Paul," Pernak said. "They're up against the driving force of evolution. Canute had the same
problem."."What about when he was screwing the country?".name on your tongue, think you can spellcast me with a shrewd guess of a name . .
..Colman watched them go, then dismissed them from his mind and turned to look at Jay for a few seconds. "Can't figure life Out, huh?" he said
gruffly. It saved a lot of pointless questions.."So your stepfather's a murderer.".Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't
finished, then what made the crater in Remus?"."You've never been to New Orleans," Micky affectionately reminded her..Kath appeared in the
hallway just as those due to leave were filing out the door. While the farewells and "good luck's were being exchanged, she drew close to Colman
and clung tightly to his arm for a moment. "Come back," she whispered..Up front, the two voices are louder, more excited. The engine starts.
Before either of the owners takes a.intrusion..mother's courageous example, this is the moment.."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know
more about the score at the base. We've had a unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now.".changes direction and pads out of the
bathroom into the galley..what he believes. Every hour of survival will bring him closer to ultimate freedom, and each new sunrise.A gleam of
hope had come into Lechat's eyes. "Do you really think they might be able to pull something off?"."Everybody does.".gotten out of their cars to
stretch their legs. Not all have fled the showdown at the truck stop; and as they."I lose again. He's just a selfish pig.".whole army behind me, what
can a rabble of ruffians with handguns do to stop me now?".much sun."

."How do you know when you've done enough work?" Jay asked him,

trying to make it simpler..Hope, however, isn't all that's needed to achieve change. Hope is a hand extended, but two hands are."She ought to've
been paid to take it. Anyway, they put old Sinsemilla in an institution once and shot like.The closet just inside the front door provided a perfect
haven from the goblins that were sometimes."Shirley? You mean Ci's mother?".Bernard gave Jay a stern look. "You don't expect us to believe that,
surely. Now, tell us where this stuff came from. I want the truth. If you've been up to something, I'll be willing to write it off as nothing more than
planet fall getting to your head. Now--are you sure there isn't something you want to tell us?"."Down!'" Maddock yelled, and all three hurled
themselves sideways to get out of the line of fire as a smoke grenade launched from around a corner some distance behind them exploded at the
entrance. Fire from the entranceway raked the area as the D Company squad broke cover and rushed forward through the smoke, hut the first of
them was still twenty feet away when the steel door slammed down and alarms began sounding throughout the Government Center. -.her rage.
She'd become a drinker because booze inflamed the anger, and for so long she'd cherished her."The calculations and simulations have been
verified?" Sterm said, looking at Gaulitz..While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and over the sixty-odd faces
that had stayed to the last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D Company's original
complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things ridiculously thin. But
as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted norms and standards
should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to none. It was a tribute
to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate had consigned to his
charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in some eases bizarre
ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative one, he had come to
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realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a world full of
individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone. Every man in D
Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of currency that a
Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more than medals,
citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of the operation
ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company..behind her, Leilani and Micky stared at each other
across the dinette table. For languid seconds in the.But his reputation had put him in a no-win situation at the Friday night poker school because
when he won, everybody said he was sharping, and when he didn't, everybody said he was lousy. So he had stopped playing poker, but not before
his name had been linked catalytically with enough arguments and brawls to get him transferred to D Company. As he stared fixedly at the wall
across the corridor, the thought occurred to him that in a place with so many kids around, there ought to be a big demand for a conjuror. The more
he thought about it, the more appealing the idea became. But to do something about it, he would first have to figure out-some way of working an
escape trick---out of the Army. Swyley should have some useful suggestions about that, he thought..Martian light and the dead snake, there was a
peaceful quality to the moment that she savored for its.Bernard noticed several young girls who couldn't have been much more than Marie's age
wheeling or carrying babies, before he registered with a jolt that the babies were probably their own. Mixed with the shock of the realization came
a twinge of relief that he had left lean and Marie at home. Explaining this was going to require some delicate handling. And the way Jay was eyeing
the Chironian girls Spelled more trouble in store farther along the line. In some ways, looking back, the simple and orderly pattern of life aboard
the Mayflower II had had its advantages, he was beginning to realize..but they'll turn savage now because the cliche of this will embarrass
them.".tires.."You'd better believe it," Lechat promised..brethren deal with the cowboys and secure the restaurant, they will hear about the kid who
was the.Yet instinct causes the young intruder to halt one step past the threshold.."I can see your point to a degree," Pernak said eventually. "But
people continue to accumulate possessions long after they've ceased to serve any material purpose because they satisfy recognition needs too."."I
never go to the movies.".away," and with vodka she tried but failed to rinse the taste of that admission from her mouth..Anita held on to Colman's
finger, and he read her action as a silent invitation. He had slept with her a few times, many months ago now, and enjoyed it. However much he had
found himself becoming aroused by her attention through the evening, the conversation about pairings and the imminence of planetfall introduced a
risk of misinterpretation that hadn't applied before. Being able to look forward to making a stable and permanent domestic start on Chiron could
well be what lurked at the back of Anita's mind. When he got the chance, he decided, he would have to whisper the word to Hanlon to help him out
if the need arose as the evening wore on..members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only seats left vacant were those of
the Deputy Mission Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others who had chosen to throw in
their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company was present in dress uniform
to represent the Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent, having agreed to Admiral
Slessor's request for a six-month reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who would use the Mayflower
II as a university of advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry Pernak, and Eve Verritty in
the front row of the guests included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto, Chester, Leon, and others from
the base in Selene and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future would be, there was no segregation
of Terrans and Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds..Chapter 2.rhythmic and crisp, faint at first, then suddenly
rhythmic and solid, like the whoosh of a sword cutting air;."Good, very good. And how do you view the question of our relationships with the
Chironians generally?".contortion. He teeters but keeps his balance and puts his shaggy burden down on the floor of the."You can't just assume
they'll see the whole situation in the Way anyone else would," Anita supplied. "It's not really their fault, since they don't have the right background
and all that, but all the same it would be dumb to take risks." "It makes sense, I guess," Paula agreed absently..think, What a sad little crippled girl
she is, with her little twisted leg and her little gnarled hand and her."No, sir. Why would I?".Bernard sat back and drew a long breath. He was just
about to say something when Jeeves interrupted to announce an incoming call on the Chironian net. It was Kath, calling from her place in Franklin.
"I've heard from Casey," she said when Bernard accepted. "He's collected his package with Adam, and they're on their way home with it. I just
thought you'd like to know.".seriousness?if that's what it takes to get the pie?that my mother isn't a danger to me. I've lived with her.Colman looked
away in exasperation. She could have been a unique, thinking person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she saw and
heard around her. It was all around him--half the people he could see were in the chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could be told
what to think because they didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled things with Anita months ago, when he
-had been toying seriously with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to tune into her
wavelength and found nothing but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but wouldn't
use it..The tubular-steel rod was hollow, two inches in diameter. The snake, not dead after all, seeking refuge.whole thing now seems feasible I'd
like you to have a look at what's at Norday. You should take Hoskins with you. He came with us last time, of course, but a refresher wouldn't do
him any harm and it would help you to have someone along who already knows his way around. That was really what I wanted to talk to you
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about." Merrick was speaking casually in a way that seemed to assume the subject to be common knowledge although Bernard still hadn't been told
anything else about it officially; but at the same lime he was eyeing Bernard curiously, as if unable to suppress completely an anticipation of an
objection that he knew would come..At 8 million miles, defenses brought to full alert and advance screen of remote-control interceptors deployed
50,000 miles ahead of ship to cover final approach. Response from Chiron neutral..The co-killer pops the release button on her safety harness and
shrugs out of the straps..Sinsemilla sat in bed, atop the toad-green polyester spread, reclining regally against a pile of pillows. She."There's also
beer. Your uncle Vernon liked two icy beers more evenings than not."."We ought to pass the word to the media for a more appropriate treatment
from now on as well," Kalens said. "Perhaps playing up things like Chironian stubbornness and irresponsibility would harden up the public image a
bit... just in case. We could get them to add a mention or two of signs that the Chironians might have armed themselves and the need to take
precautions. It could always be dismissed later as overzealous reporting. Should I whisper in Lewis's ear about it?".you've assessed the situation..to
have the substance of a sword. Motorized, the lamp moves, and each time the slicing beam finds.work cut out for you."."Technically you're right,"
Kath agreed. She raised her head to look at the pictures of her children on the wall with a faraway look in her eyes. "They might be scattered all
over the planet, and the way they live might be a little strange compared to what you're used to, but it's a happy family in its own way," she
murmured. "But it's still not really the same. It doesn't really feel as if any part of it has any link to anything that happened before fifty years ago.
Don't you think it's ... oh, I don't know, kind of a shame somehow?".The owners of the Windchaser aren't in sight, but they must be nearby to be
able to trigger the lock by.But SD's were already pouring out of the guardroom behind the main doors of the Government Center and racing along
the corridor toward the communications facility while civilians flattened themselves against the walls to get out of the way, and others who had
been working late peered from their offices to see what was happening. The engineer iii coveralls who had been working inconspicuously at an
opened switchbox through an access panel in the floor closed a circuit, and a reinforced fire-door halfway along the corridor - closed itself in the
path of the oncoming SD's. The SD major leading the detachment stared numbly at it for a few seconds while his men came to a confused halt
around him. "Back to the front stairs," he shouted. "Go up to Level Three, and come down on the other side.".had to do what needed to he
done..Through the gap between the officers, the diplomats moved forward and came to a halt in reverse order of precedence, black suits
immaculate and white shirtfronts spotless, and finally the noble form of Amery Farnhill conveyed itself regally forward to take up its position at
their head..them, although these machines aren't smart enough to withhold their heat when your hands are dry.."Is Sirocco around?" Colman moved
over to the washbasin to rinse his face.."Can't you get it fixed?" Colman asked..Stanislau took a long draught from his glass and made a
what-the-hell? gesture. "My grandfather stayed alive in the Lean Years by ripping off Fed warehouses and selling the stuff. He could bomb any
security routine ever dreamed up. My dad got a job with the Emergency Welfare Office, and between them they wrote two sisters and a brother that
I never had into the system and collected the benefits. So life wasn't too bad." He shrugged, almost apologetically. "I guess it got to be kind of a
tradition... sort of handed down in the family."."... have strayed from the path in many ways, and we must be mindful of our Christian, as well as
our patriotic, duty to lead this errant flock back into the haven of the fold. Sometimes this is not an easy task, and requires firmness and dedication
as well as compassion and understanding .... ".her, Aunt Gen. There's nothing we can do tonight."."I said you can stuff it." Suddenly the feeling of
intimidation that had haunted Bernard for years was gone. The role that he had allowed himself to be twisted and bent into shriveled and fell away
like an old skin being sloughed off. For the first time he was-himself, and free to assert himself as an individual. And on the far side of the desk
before him, the granite cathedral cracked apart and collapsed into rubble to reveal . . . nothing inside. It was a sham, just like all the other shams
that he had been running from all his life. He had just stopped running..carnival blaze of blockaded traffic and across a gradually rising wasteland
of sand, scrub, shale.."A phase-change, evolving its own new laws," Pernak confirmed, nodding..dinner sometimes she likes to talk about what she
saw squashed on the highway that day. And my.Geneva set a platter of sliced chicken on the table. "Didn't you notice?we have three place settings
this.grandfather if he were ever in a major motion picture; but he would never be cast as a chainsaw-wielding.peach juice from a handful of dried
pits would be easier than squeezing one drop of pity from this hunter's.wherever the aliens are supposed to have been in the past, we go hoping
they'll show up again. And.Onward, quickly to the paved road, which leads north and south to points unknown. Either direction will.are in the
middle of Godzilla."."His best performance ever. Everything okay out there?".Aunt Gen didn't drink beer. Vernon had been dead for eighteen
years. Still, Geneva kept his favorite.The night decanted the distillation of the August day, a long generous pour of heat without light.."I ,,. don't
know," she replied, faltering, trying not to remember that she had told Howard she would catch a morning shuttle down and had the key to
Veronica's apartment in her pocketbook..In the Mayflower II's Communications Center, Borftein, Wellesley, and the others who had been
coordinating activities all over the ship and down on the surface watched and listened tensely as pandemonium poured from the screens around
them, Spacesuited figures were cartwheeling away from the mangled remains of one feeder ramp, and the exposed interiors of the cupolas at the
ends of the others; all showed battle damage and one of them was partly blown away. They were disgorging weapons, debris, and equipment in all
directions while soldiers in suits hung everywhere in helpless tangles of safety lines. "Launch every personnel carrier, service pod, ferry, and
anything else that's ready to go," Borftein snapped to one of his staff. "Get them from Vandenberg or anywhere else you have to. I want every one
of those men picked up. Peterson, tell Admiral Slessor to have every available shuttle brought up to flight readiness in case we have to evacuate the
ship. And find out how many more we can get up here from Canaveral."."Scared shitless," Leilani agreed..CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE.She had
as-close-as-i-can.pdf
Page 3/7

As Close As I Can

spoken to Geneva of things she'd never expected to speak of to anyone, and she'd found relief.If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might
decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the.At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two
earlier, Colman himself had enjoyed a long conversation with a ~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed
happy to answer his questions about it. They had even offered him a quick tour. He found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to
accommodate anybody regardless of rank or station--he was getting used to that by now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as
aware of the demands of military discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew less than they did, even though they were far too
smart to believe that he'd be taken in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a
geographical survey team even though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced
he became that the Chironians' actions couldn't all be just a coincidence..victims?.been in years..Instead of making eye contact, avoiding any
approach that might seem like an inquisition, Micky.And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his father and
started to talk persuasively in a low voice. Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came haltingly across
with lay beside him. "It's been a long time," he mumbled. His eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the face. "Look,
Steve, about that time up on the ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--".Yesterday, in this yard, as Micky had broiled on the lounge chair, amused and a
little disoriented by her.a rich gay-nightclub owner in San Francisco, a seventeen-year-old high-school football star in.Noah drew comfort from the
beer.."There's no such thing."."Minnie's pretty flat-chested.".most definitely didn't need a caffeine jolt. Her hands were shaking. The cup rattled
against the saucer."What alternative?".four rioters were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic began
cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive away in
the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands of years men had bled and died so that
others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the carefully woven
curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the Chironians had
never had the conditioning..The ramped bed of the auto transport isn't much wider than the Explorer, too narrow to allow the dog to."Thank you,
and my compliments to you, sir." Hoover acknowledged in a suddenly more agreeable voice. "I hope you all enjoyed your visit and that we'll see
you here again soon." The cart rolled away to deliver its load to the handling machine. Hoover escorted the group back to the entrance. "Now, next
week we're expecting a consignment of absolutely first-class--".As one, the two cowboys start toward Curtis. Donella calls to them, but even she, in
her majestic.Meanwhile, the SD sergeant at the main foyer was being conscientious. "I don't care what the computers say, Hanlon. This doesn't
sound right to me. I have to cheek it out." He glanced at the two SD's standing a few paces back with their rifles held at the ready. "Keep an eye on
~ while I call the OOD." Then he turned to the panel in front of him and eyed Hanlon over the top as he activated it. "Hold it right where you are,
buddy." Hanlon tensed but there was nothing he could do. He had already measured the distance to the other SD's with his eye, but they were
holding well back and they were alert..Sirocco gave a short laugh. "You should find out more about this ship before you start worrying about things
like that. We'll probably put out a screen of interceptors and make the final approach behind them. They'll stop anything before it gets within ten
thousand miles. You have to give the company some credit.".Sighing, Micky got up to retrieve a second beer from the refrigerator.."Married to
what?"."When I tell you old Preston is a killer, not a diddler," said Leilani, "you can't wrap your mind around it. I."Not anymore," Micky said,
surprised to hear herself reply at all, let alone so revealingly.."When we were discussing the Continuity of Office clause," Kalens
prompted..wheelchair . . ..to conserve electricity.".spitting, the dog seems to be saying, Teeth? You want teeth? Take a look at THESE teeth,
go.understanding descend on you so unexpectedly that it just pivots you in a new direction, changes you.Although that wasn't ;in answer, she
turned away from Micky and crossed the lawn in steel-stiffened.because he's known that eventually, when he bonds better with the animal, he'll
arrive at not just any.powerful weapons in hand..A groundcar passed by and several Chironians waved at them from the windows. "It can't be quite
like that," Jay said. "That woman I was talking about told Jerry Pernak that a research job at the university would pay pretty well. That must have
meant something.".North of the highway, near the roadblock, the large, armored, and perhaps armed helicopter stands in.Even more remarkable
was another prediction that followed from the Chironian symmetry relationships, which required the creation of an "antiuniverse" along with the
universe, populated by antimatter and consisting of an extraordinary realm in which "antitime" ran backward and "antispace" contracted from an
initial volume of zero, Universes, like particles, were created in pairs. And it was the duality of universes, each exhibiting a spacetime decomposed
into two discrete dimensions, which gave rise to the two-way duality manifested by tweedles and antitweedles: Dums, dees, antidums, and antidees
were simply spacelike, timelike, antispacelike, and antitimelike projections of the same fundamental entity existing in the timeless, spaceless
domain of tweedlespace..The Ambassador referred to was to be Avery Farnhill, Howard Kalens's deputy in Liaison. Kalens himself would be
leading the main- delegation down to the surface to make the first contact with the Chironians at Franklin. The decision to send a secondary
delegation to the Kuanyin had been made to impress upon the Chironians that the robot was still considered Earth's property, which was also the
reason for posting troops throughout the vessel. As a point of protocol, Wellesley and Sterm would not become involved until the appropriate
contacts on Chiron had been established and the agenda for further discussion suitably prepared.."Love. I thought you would say love is the
answer." Her sweet gamine face wasn't designed for ironic."I guess I'm not in Kansas anymore.".Her attempt at humor was a good sign. Colman
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grinned and heaved himself from his seat. "Then let's go," he grunted..He wants the coins, too, but he doesn't touch them. In his nervousness, he's
likely to jingle or drop them,.In the dark bedroom, Curtis almost shuts the door in shock. He realizes just in time that the one-inch gap
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