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? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..One day, as I
stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the
place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard
her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to
come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst
fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her
and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's
house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..No good's in
life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house
and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused
and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and
agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she
was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by
night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,
to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was
bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this
woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he
gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the
folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of
kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of
the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar"
(Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy
and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the
world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes,
engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his
death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the
matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable
feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..The
Seventeenth Night of the Month..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger
against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and
found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden,
with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it
to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the
goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to
question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite,
for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I
did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in
her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed
her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.When the king heard this, he said in himself
"How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er
Rehwan depart to his own house..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid
that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no
less..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So
the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67)
and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants
to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against
me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler
with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her
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and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would
grow..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to
boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the
Barber dccclxvii.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him
in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil
from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show
thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance
availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in
mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths,
dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a
cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..Then said the
king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of
Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a
thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give
thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his
hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O
king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets,
even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar.."Know, O my
lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it
befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a
rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is
loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man
puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?"
And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".Officer's
Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him,
saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and
but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in
prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When
Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him,
saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and
they wheeled about a long while..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said,
'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk;
wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service],
like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her."
Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass
with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to
go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my
wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the
letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh
returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is
the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of
thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon
the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El
Abbas..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and
making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission,
wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?"
And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on
this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by
anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I
chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my
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house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this
not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was
contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself,
lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the
example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What
is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the
king's continuance!" answered the youth..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanksgiving repaid!.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the
underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed
with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to
him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast
gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen
neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this
punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.'
Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will
incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And
Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..So
Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my
message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him,
"How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat
save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh
Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath
done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,
whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine
enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..The Fifth Day.Men and
our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee,
beware!.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.[Aforetime] I
journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships.
Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the
Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who
despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the
lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city
and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..When the druggist heard the
singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the
shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of
him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer
won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she
forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she
bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one
and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl
Mounis dclxxxviii.We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him,
and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped.
Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was
complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had
fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him
food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..?STORY OF THE
KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two
children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the
king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son,
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giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy,
for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the
king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs
prospered..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked
upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and
returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he
was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then
he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he
gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the
damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and
drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter
dcccxxxi.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my
daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had
notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated
herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said,
'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch
over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his
hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he
spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou
speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and
when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.83. Adi ben Zeid
and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who
hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? In every
halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw
her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided
me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my
mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what
Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour
came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said
to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which
hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".When she had made
an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her.
Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried
behind..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who
said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay
thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter
hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in
his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and
besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of
that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..Presently, he caught sight
of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing
from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing
his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O
slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook
was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and
seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny,
'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first
customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.So saying, he spat in her face and went
out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled
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herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If
an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some
days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself],
'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not
suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into
the affair..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid,
and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who
was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it
became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did
he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the
Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this
was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so
may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for
Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her
affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and
followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them
fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among
cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said
to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have
opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To
bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his
house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said,
"What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the
woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or
without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked
they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them,
"Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her
fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the
wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out
from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went
with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present
themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..Then the
queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and
pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady
Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then
she improvised and sang the following verses:.My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup
from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again
and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? h.
The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and
Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and
insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife
(247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder
chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning
which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was
and that he should take it up.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth
said, "O king,.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.155. Hassan of Bassora and the
King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND
IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the
return o' th' absent ones,.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be
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present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the
summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of
me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us
therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil
is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El
Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars
and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached
the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee
and with us.".Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the
palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over
them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et
Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this
book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el
Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy
sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.There was once a man
who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was
came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there.
The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles;
so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's
'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.(Conclusion).Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Accordingly, he returned to the
burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a
single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned
in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much
people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's
house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O
king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".So the
youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the
dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the
quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him
and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is
this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after
questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so
he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the
like of this fellow?'.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never
saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He
sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered
on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as
much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed
upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis
took leave of them, band by band..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in
my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I
were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in
weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.When thou comest to the house, begin by
searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and
feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there.
Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt
of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood,
exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from
her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them
and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..158. Ali
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Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii.
171..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!
By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she
strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth
the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So
hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this.
Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on
a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to
us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.'
'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the
counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was
Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and
the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear
that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he
took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what
shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Then she arose and going in to the king, found
him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed,
O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth
thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and
thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,
'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware
of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my
mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.The messenger wished
him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience,"
answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.There came one day an old
woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child.
The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of
him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that
which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying
the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was
prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs
on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ?
'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Whenas the soul desireth one
other than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish
Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of
thee?.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee.
Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.So each of them fared on
with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had
abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi
said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented;
so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each
other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found
that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They
met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money
and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day!
How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day
of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an
exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to
me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most
High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us
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good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O
my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied
he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at
hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and
swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that
she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told
them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship.
They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the
news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts
upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished
unto him and the governance of the realm..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said
to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king
said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth
me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him
exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads
of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was
used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the
tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)
So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy
breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This
that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..30. Maan ben
Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I,
"remember me!".? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from
every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave
her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she,
"my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite
thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she
took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon
me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me
that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no
heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which
he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee
by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every
year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the
year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was
[God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds
dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he
thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding
upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he
came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been
imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..Now they had
complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they
fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the
money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".A certain singing-woman was fair of
favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of
her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on
thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134)
So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long
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passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment
with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors
dxciii.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was
vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more
their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would
return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never
heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].Presently, the vizier heard of the
merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden
therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well
[for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed
and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought
and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him,
"Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which
the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the
stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi
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