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? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..? ? ? ? ? The
bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my
consent, unaware;.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came
to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by
which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani,
(144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the
prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess.
So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an
end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb
the Trickstress dcxcviii.Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes,
how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not
so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover
[from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld
a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but
meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she
said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts
galore at his dismounting gain..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried
away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son,
thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these
elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the
matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I,
'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair,
on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they
come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..When the
evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him,
"Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king,
that."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his
affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and
said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and
transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence
and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and
generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is
[already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king
and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service
about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the
king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to
bind and loose..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose
name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht
told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made
ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and
slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for
him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found
him..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the
viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your
loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his
say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I
desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him
in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who
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hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set
up the gibbet..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright
and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress
and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she
said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and
crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for
him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed
the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's
kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder
strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon
the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that
thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed,
the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when
they looked on her, they found her a woman..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this
happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him,
he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all
whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned
him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed
him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).Therewithal the damsel
rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down
by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and
acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.'
Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife,
that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the
feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy
and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging
to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and
remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought
upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? n. The
Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till
she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's
hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with
the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself
and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29)
If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from
hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so
be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own
place, rejoicing..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my
lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went
along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and
stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced
our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and
candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath
betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.The messenger
wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and
obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring
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In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to
those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal
counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him
his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.'
Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this
matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the
king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her
to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but
she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his
village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should
say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and
coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and
beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The
news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I
brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt
her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after
which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..Malice, Of Envy and, i.
125..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? I
saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank
King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along
with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that
welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came
to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he
entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they
marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..115. The Angel
of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its
rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of
me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In
heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which
she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah."
(182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee
yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love,"
answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF
PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..Then he wrote a letter to
King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may
God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service
and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and
watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king
with the letter and a present..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of
him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High
for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth
Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou
not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind
ccccv.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day,
as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up
came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising
up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what
is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him,
"God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to
press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his
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[house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated,
Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and
they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to
filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.A sun of beauty she
appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..When God caused the morning morrow, the
two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and
played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.There was once,
in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31) the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was
renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took an oath that he would not return to his
lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er Razi,] (32) one of its people, who
[went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price of dried figs..When the king
heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..Then the
rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk
and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and
its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is
not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him;
and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him,
whence he saw him not, and laughed..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old
woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? Were not the
darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.When the king returned from his journey, he
questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and
wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played
traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a
trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart
cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was
troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O
vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she
favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I
call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large
generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of
merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to
the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had
abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the
townsfolk from night to night..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..Then
said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with
that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade
and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he
sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice,
saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the
sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? If
I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was
the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine;
then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the
Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no
other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth
Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house
of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So
she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for
indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay,"
answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I
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understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.After this,
news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and
behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him,
and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us
and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves
of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and
bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among
themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by
way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him,
that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying,
'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him
and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends
blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion,
and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..As for Mesrour, he gave not over
running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and
chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him,
dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,]
saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head
outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.'
And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead.
Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched
herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of
police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go
and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the
lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom
thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he
signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police
who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".When she had made an
end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well
done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh
abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their
wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,
without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of
rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El
Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks
and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My
lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning
with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.76 En Numan and the Arab of
the Benou Tai dclx.Conclusion..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched
her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her
with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to
her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the
Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him
and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him
his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..When El Melik ez Zahir
heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Then he folded the
letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself
between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose that which my right hand
possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this
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letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned
to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his
command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have
sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow, who is the fool
(90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of
El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of me.".Calcutta
(1814-18) Text. 183.When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and
said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any
suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these
pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said
to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee].
Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine
enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".Then they displayed Dinarzad
in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was
even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to
seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his
head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of
God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch
cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and
entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed
concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".Now this island is
under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great
island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various
kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are
wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels
therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave
me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and
said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou
my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith
I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".The Fourteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon
v.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there
wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he
should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him
permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a
merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an
underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard
this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Then the astrologers made their calculations and
looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with
his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of
his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and
more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from
[that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.'
When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and
suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess
thy magnanimity;.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters
and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him,
saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad
held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon
their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..Meanwhile, he ceased
not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and
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indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they
became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest
that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the
Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth!
This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl
ccclxxxiii.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he
were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come
in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of
his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.THE TWO KINGS AND THE
VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..So Belehwan the
froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told
years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him
forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King
Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been
bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou
soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance,
and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is
others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan,
'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O
king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say
sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.?
? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..So she arose and making the
ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the
kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul.
Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her
and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and
he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy
favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man
availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the
bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of
the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and
mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's
Story dccccxl.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize
yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief
turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And
he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released
me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou
hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.The company
marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous
story, and it is on this wise..The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..NOTE..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms'
height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh
officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i.
183..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..When the evening evened, the king summoned
the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage,
that.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.The king gave him
leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee
be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and
swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will
teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,
saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a
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message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed
at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of
the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face
will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth
the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no
less..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.
203..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth
Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I
will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him
and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.I am
the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185)
from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to
me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful
hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have
confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even
if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it
is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that
which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom
thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And
she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I
was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had
opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I
am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he
was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose
caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom
Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in
whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he
went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring
sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief
officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was
girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl
dcli.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his
grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?
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