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74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.I saw

thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Meanwhile, the news spread

abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with

whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair

and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king

said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had

hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom

and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king;

but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of]

loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou

sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her

fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered

the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's]

sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is

the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of

sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good

the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk

and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance

and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein

better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech

and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy

verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and

considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she

sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of

puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their

circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to

the sound of the strings..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a

merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he

brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a

forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the

elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he

went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither

among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who

rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the

youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew

her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they

embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled

forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How

should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and

they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is

to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go

forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if

otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black

slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..6. Story of the Hunchback

xxv.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to

death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Vizier's Daughters, The Two

Kings and the, iii. 145,.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the

folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that
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which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of

robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and

their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou

we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul

without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us

again, in despite of our foes!.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the

king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was

confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the

love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine

inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of]

one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard

her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the

king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to

look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my

heart to solace still it wrought..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they

wear.".? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun,

great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she

forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court

of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou

hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?'

'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour

him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was

slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these

parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my

wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of

stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold

beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals,

excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came

up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women,

than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon

they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).The folk took compassion

on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle

Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital,

and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a

company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth

accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King

Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou

with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.'

Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of

kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,'

answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.His

father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the

widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven

years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth

year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and

subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with

merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say,

"He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".? ? ? ?

? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong

a-night-at-dinner-a-skit-travesty-on-fillers-in-at-dinner.pdf

Page 2/10



A Night At Dinner A Skit Travesty On Fillers In At Dinner

might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king

continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and

they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the

palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier,

"if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Here

they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their

journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him

and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have

heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in

company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy

woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I

am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed

his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to

Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who

fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El

Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them

knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed

ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..107. Abou Suweid and

the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore

afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn

Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the

morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of

ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the

which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what

is he?" iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Three men once went out in quest

of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till

they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat

down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the

gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might

enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..A Damsel made for

love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.When she had made an end of her song, she threw

the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the

cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Sitt el

Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their

women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I

would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed,

aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their

craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which

befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the

king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as

follows:.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah,

O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of

the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said,

"Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and

forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and

bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a

gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in

all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? a.

The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his

eyes hath driven me to despair..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is
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past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan

fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man."

As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is

the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What

prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from

viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?"

Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173)

lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..The company

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to

myself..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of

his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him

change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the

matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and

surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him

from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth

another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he

presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God

alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the

Cook cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my

side..102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur,

came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that

thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem,

and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for

the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a

single hour?".Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they

might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!'

and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him

of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was

they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him

and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and

meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's

Son and the Ogress v.When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the

woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his

lodging..?THE THIEF'S STORY..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the

vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written

in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and

used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my

son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as

follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was

the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not

touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes

[and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and

bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High

advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between

Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place.

So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the

Barmecides that which befell. (160).?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED

THEM TO HIM..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a

strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered,
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'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady

came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when

he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon

him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men

and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope

of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up

the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell;

whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he

found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and

advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their

dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they

questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech

and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding

on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ?

? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's

hill,.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Thereupon there sallied forth to him

Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary

in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another

of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith

that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening

overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the

camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they

mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and

coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the

pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and

bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..So El Aziz sent after his son and

acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels]

and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and

silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared

on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and

escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all

this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the

latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of

the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a

comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the

merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253)

who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these

words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld

this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove

the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of

them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it,

roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to

El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with

him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon,

with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass

description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had

smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Then he caused rear him among the

nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the

top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual

and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him.
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Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw

up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his

place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof

Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Then she turned to the old man

who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed

from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice

of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with

the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his

abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime.

(10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose

belly he slit and fled.".The Second Night of the Month.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..Accordingly El Merouzi

repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his

beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and

shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El

Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and

went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the

morrow..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in

sickness' hands confined..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so

he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say

to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he

confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of

pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to

his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..When the

king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his

affair.".When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from

yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account?

Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon

Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the

accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her

bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El

Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..The Twelfth Night of the Month..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack

of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so

he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot

iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon

and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack

of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman

who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to

death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Melik (El) Ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he

deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell

to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his

mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the

consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the

age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between

them.".? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.To

return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of

her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were

encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in

marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell

me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest
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of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ?

Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw

the Night of Power dxcvi.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with

break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they

happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept

and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were

bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there

a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from

the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most

High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these

latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they

came forth, at another side, upon the open country..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..Then she arose and going

in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and

said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I

know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who

hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless

woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she

said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair,

do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched

him.'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..12. The Waterfowl

and the Tortoise cxlviii.Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of

qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting

down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and

said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness

and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,'

exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah,

O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I

heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the

vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that

one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered

of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee

come to me and hasten to my side..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? Whose

streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his

cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or

creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben

Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad,

hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets

and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself

before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters

to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus;

and they sought him there and found him not..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in

my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.The Twenty-Second

Night of the Month..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now

that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied

Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose

and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif

therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their

hands..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him

and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his

feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him
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special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and

committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the

realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah

Bekht and his vizier.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty.

Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about

from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at

home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a

great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till

the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at

whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide

[with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed

exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted

that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will

bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in

thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to

divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the

kingdom of Irak.".Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his

speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O

lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will

say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the

palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were

on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst

assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear

that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under

suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say,

'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and

pleasing to the eye.
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